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SUBJECT: TELECOMMUNICATIONS: CABLE TV - DELETION/ SUBSTITUTION 
OF COMMERCIALS 

REF: OTTAWA 1081 

1. THREE BUFFALO STATIONS (WGR, WBEN AND WKBW) HAVE 
FILED SUIT IN FEDERAL COURT OF CANADA AGAINST ROGERS 
CABLE TV OF TORONTO RE DELETION OF COMMERCIALS ON 
CABLE. ACTION BASED PRIMARILY ON COPYRIGHT AND TRADE- 
MARK LAWS. OTTAWA ATTORNEY FOR BUFFALO STATIONS HAS 
AGREED PROVIDE TCO APRIL 22 WITH COPIES OF SUITS 
WHICH WE WILL FORWARD BY POUH TO STATE TD FOR BLACK. 

2. ARTICLE IN TORONTO GLOBE AND MAIL FOR APRIL 19 
SUMMARIZING SUIT COMMENTS: "IF THE STATIONS WIN, THEY 
COULD DESTROY ONE OF THE MAIN WEAPONS DESIGNED TO 
PROTECT THE CANANDIAN TV SYSTEM." 

3. COMMENT: ONE EFFECT OF FILING OF SUIT MAY BE TO 
DELAY COMPLETION OF GOC POLICY REVIEW ON THIS MATTER 
PROMISED IN LAST EXTAFF NOTE TO WASHINGTON. IN ANY 
EVENT, TCO HAS OBTAINED IMPRESSION FROM APRIL 1 1 
MEETING WITH HARVISON THAT REVIEW WAS PROCEEDING 
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STITUTION ISSUE BUT WOULD BE COMPREHENSIVE UPDATING 
OF ENTIRE 1971 POLICY STATEMENT ON CABLE TV OF WHICH 
THIS WAS ONLY ONE ASPECT. SIMILAR IMPRESSION OBTAINED 
BY OTTAWA ATTORNEY BUFFALO STATIONS WHO RECENTLY 
DISCUSSED ISSUE WITH NIXON, ADMINISTRATOR, TELECOMMUNI- 
CATIONS MANAGEMENT BUREAU, DEPT. OF COMMUNICATIONS, 

AND ATTEMPTED DUSCUSSION WITH SZLAZAK, DIRECTOR GENERAL, 
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS BRANCH, DEPT OF 
COMMUNICATIONS. NIXON'S APPROACH HE DESCRIBED AS NON 
COMMITTAL BUT REASONABLE. ON OTHER HAND, SZLAZAK 
REPORTEDLY DISMISSED HIS CONCERNS BY ABRUPTLY STATING 
GOC HAD MORE IMPORTANT THINGS TO DO THAN LOOK AFTER 
THE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS OF US TELEVISION STATIONS. 
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